
Beit Emanuel Chairmans Address 13th March  2019 AGM 
 
Chavurah  
Let me most importantly commence by offering my sincere 
thanks to all of you, you are a wonderful interesting and 
supportive congregation I salute you all. 
My grateful thanks to this outgoing committee who worked 
and pulled together so magnificently over the past year. Just 
how hard and how successfully will be heard when they 
present their reports later in this new format of presentation 
to the AGM. I am so relieved that so many of them are 
standing again.  
My thanks to our Administration under Russell Cohen and 
Christine McIntosh who bring order and predictability to the 
affairs of our congregation. 
To Morgana Segal our kind receptionist and girl Friday 
To Cliff Ncube our tireless groundsman who maintains our 
property so well. 
To Edger Banda our green fingered gardener who adds so 
much to the tranquility of our sanctuary. 
To Octavia Makhaya our Chefette who produces our delicious 
brochas and other meal highlights. 
Our thanks to our various casual workers,  Elisabeth 
and Julia, cleaners, 
Nesilwe in the kitchen, Lazarus in the Garden and 
Polite, event/venue setup. 
 
To Avi Kanar our gifted choir master and musical director 
who lifts our prayers and gives them wings.  
To Carmit Verreyne our dedicated religious school teacher 
which is such an integral important facet of our work. 



To Jody Segel who doubles as our youth worker and as a 
religion school teacher. I am pleased to add that Jody is 
recovering well from her recent motor accident. 
 
To Lily Andreas Judy and James who sadly leave mancom 
thank you for all your hard work and active participation and 
contribution to this congregation. 
 
A special thanks and acknowledgement to Rabbi Sa’ar for his 
extremely vigorous engagement in our many activities and 
for being such an enlightened spiritual counsellor who’s 
special empathy brings great comfort to the ill and bereaved 
amongst us.  
My thanks also to the SAUPJ and Monica Solomon in 
particular for despite the fractious start we had last year  I 
now have a respectful fondness.  
To my fellow chairs of our progressive fraternity for their 
engagement contribution and friendship and their willingness 
to exchange wisdom ideas and material. 
 
Its been fun working with you all on this intriguing and 
unfinished journey. 
 
 
 
My over arching reality is that the South African Jewish 
community is getting smaller. We can’t be in denial about 
this sad fact; there is little chance that we will regain the 
numbers we once enjoyed. We have to adjust to this reality 
and fashion ourselves to thrive around it. 



We will focus on what is important and enhance those 
elements that sustain us and our community. 
  
Apart from the search for sustainable financing and our 
efforts to right size, two  ever present shadows dominate 
our conversation and our fears that darkrn the corridors of 
Beit Emanuel. 
 
Israel and Antisemitism 
 
We struggle in our efforts as Jews in South Africa  to try and 
protect ourselves on the one hand while at the same time on 
the other secure and contribute to our place in this nation. 
How do we deal with the disabling conflicts and attitudes 
generated in other parts of the world?  They are far beyond 
our control or influence yet impact dramatically on our 
existence here and are more than capable of dividing us, 
distracting  us, or often used to cleave us.  
 
Historical reaction to Israel and or Zionism in the minds and 
actions of present and past South African politicians and our 
populace fluctuates wildly. Hated at times  seen as worthy 
and contributory at others and often both at the same time; 
sometimes with some justification at others not. 
  
The prevailing attitudes at each moment  are often 
increasingly polarized by matters of party race and ethnicity. 
  
There is no doubt in my mind that we must find a way to 
positively defuse these concerns, here, and in a manner that 
respects the persons and the issues. 



   
We are a tiny minority, here and globally. We have a hard 
won respected and responsible place in the fabric of South 
African society  
We are part of a Jewish community and part of a south 
African one. 
 
We, at Beit Emanuel are determined to be able to take our 
place at the Jewish table, at least in our own land. To shape 
our own place here. Fractious and divisive arguments and 
actions amongst Jews, often  generated from afar, split us 
asunder, right here in our own space. 
 
To this end we wholeheartedly  support all and any Jewish 
endeavour in South Africa that is inclusive and non 
discriminatory. 
 Limmud,stands out as a beacon of untrammeled learning 
and discussion.  
The sterling and dedicated work of the Chevra Kadisha,  
and the brave and tireless vigilance of the Jewish Board of 
Deputies are such examples 
  
Separate, but entwined is Anti Semitism. 
  
It is so difficult for me to understand. 
  
How can such a tiny fragment of society be so vilified.  
Why are we such a target, why do we generate so much 
antipathy and hatred?  
Its not recent either it permeates our entire history.  
 



I think we are the only religion that has a personal evening  
prayer that pleads to God to  ‘Shield us from hatred…’ 
Hashkiveinu. 
Nehemiah  describe us as arrogant and stiff necked  and 
disobedient of gods commandments. 
 
Perhaps, as Cassius remarked “ the fault, dear Brutus, is not 
in our stars but in ourselves, that we are the underlings’.   
 
 
 
This congregation in particular has often been at the sharp 
end of change in this society and contributes to the national 
dialogue daily.  
We are serious about our Jewishness and committed to strive 
to ensure our relevance and meaning to what I hope in time 
will become known to a wide and receptive audience. 
I am convinced that ours is an authentic inclusive and 
meaningful version of Judiasm, germane to our philosophy, 
our time and our geography. 
We present ourselves in the words of Rabbi Lawrence 
Hoffman “as a serious candidate for peoples deepest 
selves… and a symbolic token of our peoples identity’ 
 
I hope we can project this Judaism, and our approach to life, 
as an example of a minority existence  that is tolerant, 
worthy and respectful, participatory and contributory  to 
ourselves and to our nation. 
 
This is what I hope we all stand for and aspire to achieve  
 



Thank you for the opportunity 
 
 
Paul Davis.  
 
Chair,Beit Emanuel congregation Johannesburg. 
  


